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Ask any kid what he’s wishing for this holiday season, and you get a deeply considered, finely detailed, bullet-
pointed list that pays no heed to practicality or need. Ask most adults, and you get a blank look and some mutter-
ings about lip balm and world peace. This year, we urge you to channel your inner child. We asked style-setting 
Angelenos to share their personal wish lists to inspire your holiday gift hunting (and wanting). Of course, peace 
would be the greatest gift of all. But a special something, thoughtfully chosen and tied with a bow? A close second. 

The gift 
of fab

by Suzanne Ennis

Clockwise from top: Antonio Aguilar Grecian Peony pillow from Floral 
Art in Venice; dinnerware from Heath Ceramics on Beverly Boulevard; 
Joyce Chen scissors from Cookin' Stuff in Torrance; Giuli clutch at Tod's 
in Beverly Hills; 24-piece truffle box from Jin Patisserie in Venice.
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From left: Floral and 
furnishings designer 
and boutique owner 
Jennifer McGarigle; 

interior designer 
Bridgid Coulter; 

fashion stylist Anita 
Patrickson; chef 

Micah Wexler. 
Above: Sydney Evan 
Love necklace from 

Ron Herman on 
Melrose Avenue.

SARAH MAIZES/writer, comedian, 
blogger  If it takes a sense of humor to 
survive parenthood, the prognosis for Sarah 
Maizes is excellent. Maizes is a blogger, 
comedian, founder of mommyliteonline.com, 
a contributor to multiple news Web sites 
and national TV shows, and an author whose 
titles include Got Milf? The Modern Mom’s 
Guide to Feeling Fabulous, Looking Great and 
Rocking a Minivan and children’s picture book 
On My Way to the Bath. But that’s not all—
she’s also a single parent to three kids: Isabel, 
12, and twins Ben and Livi, 9. Maizes grabbed 
a rare moment of quiet to share what the 
whole family pines for this holiday season. 

So So Happy Lulu hat  Livi saw this hat at 
Popular, read its bio (each So So Happy item 
comes with its own bio of the character) 
and it read just like Livi's own personality!
Popular 219 S. Beverly Drive, Beverly Hills, 
424.777.0698

A night at the Montage Beverly Hills  This 
would be the best present in the world to me. 
Twenty-four hours of peace and quiet—I'll 
take it! Montage Beverly Hills 225 N. Canon 
Drive, Beverly Hills, 310.860.7800

Helen Ficalora Project Sunshine charm  
I love suns, peace signs … anything that 
reminds me to smile. Even better, 25% of the 
proceeds go to Project Sunshine, a nonprofit 
organization that provides free educational, 
recreational and social programs to children 
and families living with medical challenges. 
Helen Ficalora 9632 S. Santa Monica Blvd., 
Beverly Hills, 310.777.0098

Madison T gift certificate  What do you get 
a teen girl in L.A.? The gift of shopping! Noth-
ing would make Isabel happier than a gift cer-
tificate to Madison T in the Palisades. (The 
"T" stands for teen.) Madison T 1017 Swarth-
more Ave., Pacific Palisades, 310.454.5087

Scientific Explorer Chemistry Kit For my 
son, a chemistry set from ExploraStore, the 
gift shop at the California Science Center. 
Ben is obsessed with science and invention. 
Explorastore California Science Center, 700 
State Drive, downtown, 213.744.7422

ANITA PATRICKSON/fashion stylist
It girls Emma Watson and Julianne Hough 
count on Anita Patrickson to pick dresses 
that rivet red-carpet watchers and make 
flash bulbs pop. The freelance stylist and 
former assistant West Coast editor for Allure
magazine also works with megabrands such 
as Nike and Target, makes appearances on 
America’s Next Top Model, styles the covers 
and editorial pages of your favorite fashion 
mags, and influences 250,000 followers as 
a curator for online mall OpenSky. If you’re 
wondering what that fashionista on your list 
might be coveting this year, take a peek at 
what Patrickson is hoping to find under her 
Christmas tree.

Missoni leather-and-wool gloves Even 
though I live in L.A., I adore gloves and will 
happily whip them out at the first sign of a 
chilly day. This fun Missoni pair is a fabulous 
way to add a pop of color to your look and 
would be an amazing gift/stocking stuffer 
from a very generous Santa. Missoni 3824 
Cross Creek Road, Malibu, 310.456.7500

Maison Martin Margiela mid-length 
jacket  Borrowed from the boys! I adore 
women wearing menswear. Maison Martin 
Margiela 9970 S. Santa Monica Blvd., 
Beverly Hills, 310.284.8093

Stuart Weitzman Spats boots I have had 
my eyes on these for a while now. Really fun 
and flattering, and I love the hardware down 
the side. Equestrian sexy! P.S I’m a size 37.5.
Stuart Weitzman 437 N. Rodeo Drive, Beverly 
Hills, 310.860.9600

Sydney Evan gold and diamond Love 
necklace There really can't be anyone who 
wouldn't love to receive this necklace this 
Christmas! I don't think I would take mine 
off—ever. Ron Herman 8100 Melrose Ave., 
L.A., 323.651.4129

Tod’s Giuli clutch Dear Santa, I adore a bag 
that will take me straight from day to night 
with minimal effort! This navy clutch is such 
a gorgeous piece, ticking all my trend boxes 
but at the same time staying classic and 
classy. Tod’s 333 N. Rodeo Drive, Beverly Hills, 
310.285.0591

Chanel nail polish in Vendetta Stocking-
stuffer alert! Burgundy is the color of the 
season .  I may even mix things up and paint 
one or two nails on each hand in jungle 
green. Chanel 400 N. Rodeo Drive, Beverly 
Hills, 310.278.5500

CAMERON SILVER/boutique owner, 
author  As the founder and co-owner of
Decades (8214 Melrose Ave., L.A., 
323.655.1960), the renowned designer 
vintage mecca that has dressed Hollywood 
elite for 15 years, Cameron Silver has earned 
a reputation as a champion of glamour, an 
authority on fashion history and a style icon 
in his own right. As such, we fully anticipate 
that his glossy new tome, Decades: A Century 
of Fashion (Bloomsbury, 2012), will appear on 
every fashion lover’s wish list this year. (Stop 
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Montana EyEs
709 Montana ave, 310.917.4474

Do you accessorize with eyewear? Or, are 
you in the market for that perfect new 
pair of prescription glasses? Montana 
Eyes has showcased high-end eyewear 
for twenty years. This special boutique 
has any style to suit your needs: from the 
hottest trends to custom-frames and vin-
tage specs. Come see for yourself why 
Hollywood stars shop at Montana Eyes. 

Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

Explore more than  
150 shops, restaurants  

and services from  
6th to 17th streets in 

Santa Monica.

John KElly ChoColatEs
1111½ Montana ave, 310.899.0900 

johnkellychocolates.com

Visit this national award-winning choco-
latier’s beautiful store, and be surrounded 
by decadent truffle fudge, walnut caramel  
clusters, chocolate-dipped fruit and other 
artisan chocolate delights. Choose from 
single bars, gift boxes, or custom assort-
ments. All handmade in Hollywood, and 
offered in 17 flavors, many topped with 
exotic salts. Gluten free, kosher.

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-7pm,  
Sun 12pm-5pm

staCia
808 11th street, 310.393.7100 

shopstacia.com

The Stacia Ecoknits collection is designed 
locally in Santa Monica by designer Stacy 
Johnson. The sustainable bamboo knits 
are friendly to the earth and feel great 
against your skin. The colorful knitwear 
collection includes cardigans, dresses, 
sweaters, scarves, and a new Home col-
lection, all made in luxurious, washable 
bamboo. Visit the new beach bungalow 
inspired boutique and discover bamboo!

Tue-Sat 10am-6pm; Sun 11am-5pm

lonDon solE
1331 Montana ave, 310.255.0937 

londonsole.com

London Sole offers the world’s largest 
collection of ballet flats, ballerina pumps, 
classic driving loafers and other exquisite 
traditional flat footwear from designer 
Jane Winkworth. The Montana and 
San Francisco boutiques are hot spots for 
celebrities who have fallen in love with 
the simple, sophisticated and sometimes 
bold designs. 

Mon-Sat 10am-6:30pm; Sun 11am-6pm

stEP shoEs
1004 Montana ave, 310.899.4409

Step Shoes offers the finest European 
quality footwear with brands such as 
Thierry Rabotin, Aguatalia, Cordani,  
Cydwoq, Mephisto MBT, Isabella Fiore 
and many more. In addition to its selec-
tion of comfortable and classy shoes, 
Step Shoes has a variety of distinctive 
handbags and fun accessories to choose 
from. Step Shoes is where style and com-
fort come together in total harmony.

CaBoChon FinE JEWElRy
1426 Montana ave, 310.576.2455 

jewelrystoreinsantamonica.com

Cabochon Fine Jewelry has been offering  
personalized service and customized 
quality designs for over twenty years. In 
addition to fashion forward fine jewelry, 
Cabochon carries a unique selection 
of vintage pieces and specializes in 
customized platinum engagement rings. 

Daily 11am-6pmMon-Sat 10am-6pm; Sun 12pm-5pm
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will shine thanks to her upcoming album on 
Virgin Records and a little help from some of 
the picks on her wish list.

Now That's What I Call Today's Christmas
Christmas is one of my favorite times of the 
year, but sometimes in the rush of things, 
it is difficult to get into the Christmas spirit. 
That's why great holiday music is impor-
tant. Best Buy 11301 W. Pico Blvd.,West L.A., 
310.268.9190

Ilja Visser Climbstra platform A pair of sexy, 
crazy, strappy, platform sandals that I could 
literally die for. I'm imagining the most elabo-
rate and incredible stage show in these babies.
Roseark 1111 N. Crescent Heights Blvd., West 
Hollywood, 323.822.3600 

A yoga class pass from Golden Bridge Yoga
A great way for me to allow my creative 
vibes to flow while I’m still in the studio 
recording my debut album is to maintain a 
very Zen environment.  Golden Bridge Yoga
1357 N. Highland Ave., L.A., 323.936.4172 

 JENNIFER MCGARIGLE/floral and 
furnishings designer, boutique owner  
Floral designer Jennifer McGarigle estab-
lished Floral Art in 1993 and promptly start-
ed wooing discerning clients with her inno-
vative architecture- and fashion-influenced 
arrangements. Today, McGarigle’s business 
has expanded to the Floral Art (1338 Abbot 
Kinney Blvd., Venice, 310.392.1633) 
boutique and design studio, a floral-inspired 
line of home furnishings and accessories , 
and a top-tier corporate and celebrity 
clientele. Even if you can’t take one of Floral 
Art’s design classes or have your event 
bedecked with her blooms, you can take 

home “the power of the flower” by adopting 
McGarigle’s floral-inspired picks.

Floral Art serving trays and Bust Planter Pair  
These modern, luxury trays bring everlasting 
beauty to the home.  I can't wait to have one 
from the new collection! These bust vases 
are fun, modern and look amazing with moss, 
succulents or flowers in them. Floral Art 1338 
Abbot Kinney Blvd., Venice, 310.392.1633

Atelier LZC Mirrors These charming mirrors 
come in an interesting variation of shapes and 
are lovely gifts. These would be perfect for a 
vanity, bedroom—or, better yet, my bathroom!
Weego Home 2939 Main St., Santa Monica, 
310.392.8460

Jin Patisserie chocolates Jin Patisserie has 
the most amazing tasting and beautiful choco-
lates, not to mention gorgeous packaging. I 
love them as thoughtful hostess gifts. They're 
divine! Jin Patisserie 1202 Abbot Kinney Blvd., 
Venice, 310.399.8801

CRS Paola Lenti Spin rug This custom crochet 
floral-inspired rug is elegant, modern and fun 
all at the same time. They're made for indoor 
and outdoor use. It's on the dream list, and I'd 
put one in my bedroom . Niche 8770 Beverly 
Blvd., L.A., 323.549.5399

Antonio Aguilar Grecian Peony pillow These 
modern peony pillows with metallic gold 
accents are supercool. A little sparkle and a 
pop of color go a long way! I'll take two for my 
living room. Weego Home 2939 Main St., Santa 
Monica, 310.392.8460

BRIDGID COULTER/interior designer
Growing up in a 1908 Craftsman house awak-

ened Bridgid Coulter’s love of interior design, 
so it’s no wonder that the Craftsman aesthetic 
continues to be one of her firm’s favorites. 
That said, a look through recent projects by 
Bridgid Coulter Design suggests no matter the 
style, from eco-modern to traditional, Coulter 
can nail it—and will work in her signature 
global, boho-chic flair to maximum effect. The 
designer (who lives with her longtime partner, 
actor Don Cheadle, and their two daughters 
in Santa Monica) assembled a wish list that 
reflects her appreciation for  artistic accents .

Nason Moretti I Gottici glasses  The crafts-
manship is absolutely stunning and would lend 
brilliance to my holiday tabletop decor ... and 
what's not to love about this shade of red?   
TableArt 8024 Melrose Ave., L.A., 323.653.8278

Heath Ceramics tableware If my wish were 
granted to upgrade our current standard 
tableware to some of these warm, earthy sets, 
maybe I'd cook even more creative, home-
gourmet meals! Heath Ceramics 7525 Beverly 
Blvd., L.A., 323.965.0800

From left: Lauri Firstenberg, founder and curator of LAX-
ART on La Cienega Boulevard; Cerre in West Hollywood. 

Below: So So Happy Lulu hat from Popular in Beverly Hills
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 Colorfall I love nothing more than hang-
ing out with my family. And what better 
way to spend quality time than with a few 
rounds of a challenging board game? The 
new Colorfall game set is a creative take on 
dominoes using colors that any designer 
could work with. Marbles: The Brain Store 
Santa Monica Place Mall, 395 Santa Monica 
Place, Santa Monica, 310.395.1526

LAURI FIRSTENBERG/gallery curator
Lauri Firstenberg founded the independent, 
nonprofit art gallery LAXART (2640 S. La 
Cienega Blvd., L.A., 310.559.0166) in 2005 
to provide a space for a new generation 
of artists to produce and show their work. 
Since then, LAXART has been a pivotal 
player in L.A.'s contemporary art scene, 
credited for introducing a broader audience 
to experimental art through public art 
initiatives  . Firstenberg took a curatorial 
approach to her holiday wish list . 
 
 Cerre limited-edition artist silk scarves  
Cerre are leading designers in L.A. who are 
launching a series of collaborations with 
contemporary designers. Cerre 8920 Mel-
rose Ave., West Hollywood, 310.385.9051

Vintage Asian urns  Lily Lodge is a highly 
curated store with vintage vessels that 
are rare. We send a vintage elephant vase 
when an artist gets engaged, and a vintage 
baby booty when a board member has a 
baby. Lily Lodge 644 N. Robertson Blvd., L.A., 
310.360.9400

Liz Glynn jewelry  Liz Glynn is one of the 
most interesting artists in L.A. who creates 
surrogates for art historical objects with 
contested histories. Redling Fine Art 6757 
Santa Monica Blvd., L.A., 323.230.7415   

My First Chemistry Set from Explorastore at 
the California Science Center downtown

WOMENS & MENS APPAREL, SHOES, JEWELRY, ACCESSORIES, AND MORE
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9509 south santa monica boulevard off rodeo drive - tel. 310 247 9479
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